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to the Vengeance quest.    This is indeed an important
matter to note, since it forms the natural starting point
of the ** Vengeance quest " alike of Perceval and of Kai
Khusrau.   So also the ** drops of blood " in the Grail
Saga correspond to   the  drops  of blood of Siyawash,
which fell on the ground as his throat was being cut
by the orders of  the Turanian King.    Those drops
of blood were indeed miraculous   in character, since
vegetation of a character most beneficial to mankind
grew up where they fell.    To quote Firdausi :
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There is also the parallel myth in Mithraism that
vegetation grows on earth as Mithra sacrifies the
bull and the blood of the latter fertilises the ground*
In these ways the Iranian tradition, whether Mithraic
or epic, fully accounts for the " drops of blood ", which
form such an important feature of the Grail Cult
Finally, even ** the Weeping Women " are accounted
for in the Iranian epic, though in the Grail narratives
they remain a mystery. For, when Siyawash is
slain, his wife (the mother of Kai Khnsrau) wept
bitterly not only because her husband was slain but
for another important reason as well. For the Tura-
nian King was afraid that if the child which was
then in her womb were born it would avenge its
murdered father. He therefore ordered her to be
dragged about and beaten in the hope that the embryo